
Minutes for Town of Pawlet Planning Commission 

Pawlet Town Office, Pawlet, VT 

Monday, July 23, 2018, 7:30 p.m. 

 

Members Attending:                             Members Absent: 

Rik Sassa                                                Gary Bairlein 

Harry Van Meter (via phone/visual link) 

Eric Mach 

Mark Frost 

Wayne Clarke 

Melissa LaCount 

 

Others Attending:  

Frank Nelson, W. Pawlet,  John Davis, W. Pawlet, Raymond Duquette W. Pawlet, Lowell 

Ferguson, West Pawlet,  Valerie Davis, W. Pawlet,  Lucy Norman, W. Pawlet,  Gary Hadeka, 

W. Pawlet,  Anne Hadeka, W. Pawlet,  Beth Moser-Duquette, W. Pawlet,  Steve Williams, W. 

Pawlet,  Wendy Serrell, W. Pawlet, Chip Serrell, W. Pawlet, Barry Meinerth, Rupert, Jackie 

Vallerie, W. Pawlet, Ed Vallerie, W.Pawlet, Barbara O’Connor, W. Pawlet, Daniel Banyai, 

W. Pawlet, Amy Murphy, W.Pawlet, Eli-Anita Norman, W. Pawlet, Ken Norman, W. Pawlet, 

Julia Hulett, W. Pawlet, Mandy Hulett, W. Pawlet, Rich Hulett, W. Pawlet, Darren Godette, 

Granville, NY. 

___________________________________________________________________________  

Eric called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  

Item 1: Meeting Agenda 

Harry Van Meter wanted to add to the agenda the economic work plan that he put together.  Eric 

Mach made a motion to approve the agenda, Mark Frost seconded, it passed unanimously. 

Item 2: Minutes of June 25th Meeting 

Harry Van Meter wanted to revise the minutes by adding nominee selection to zoning board onto 

the agenda.  Mark Frost moved to approve the minutes.  Eric Mach seconded, motion passed.  

Item 3: Public Comments 

Ray Duquette spoke representing the Briar Hill/Switch Rd Group.  He said that he had a 

conversation with John Thrasher.  Ray said that John did not remember the details of the 

selectboard meeting or planning commission meeting.  Ray gave copies of a letter he wrote to the 

commission regarding irregularities with Mr. Banyai’s permit process.  According to the state, Ray 

said, the application submitted by Mr. Banyai is void because an application cannot be granted 

during an appeal.  Eric Mach said that this particular application was not regarding anything under 

appeal.  Ray clarified, saying, the Judge said that the environmental court appeal (any appeal) 

constitutes prohibition of an application.  Eric Mach and Harry Van Meter both agreed that this 



issue was beyond the scope of the planning commission; that it was a matter for the town legal 

representative, John Thrasher.  Eric Mach was confused how there could be an appeal when Mr. 

Banyai has no permits to be appealed. Eric Mach felt the board should move on to other business.  

Item 4: Zoning Administrator's report  

Eric read from the applications posted on the bulletin board in the town hall, 6 applications 

approved and one just in that was yet to be approved.  Two resumes were sent in for the 

application for zoning administrator position, for the board to review.  There will be a meeting next 

week to interview applicants. 

Item 5: Economic Development and Infrastructure Improvements 

Proposed By-Laws:  Harry Van Meter said we had promised to update the definition on “school”.  

John Thrasher sent Harry a 15 page document regarding the definition.  Harry thought we needed 

something more manageable.  A motion was made to approve the definition of “school” as that 

which is under the state’s classification for public school or independent school.  Melissa seconded 

the motion and it passed unanimously. This will now be sent to the selectboard to review.  Wayne 

Clarke spoke about By-Laws having to coincide with state laws.  He did not think that this revision 

would be a problem.  Harry Van Meter said that we are defining a school according to state 

recognition of what a public school is and what an independent school is.  The selectboard will 

have to approve, then a warning to the town, then it will go into the By-Laws. 

Economic Development:  Harry Van Meter wanted to add Agriculture to Wayne Clarke’s interest 

in pursuing Forest Products (all based on the list of topics that Harry wanted board members to 

adopt as personal projects).  Rik Sassa expressed an interest in taking on the Tourism category.  

Melissa LaCount took Communication and Mark Frost will join with Wayne Clarke on 

Agriculture.  Eric Mach will work on Artistry and Gary Bairlein (not present) was assigned 

Industry.  Harry Van Meter will work on Energy.  Comments were voiced on Harry’s hand out 

regarding the above list of topics.  Wayne Clarke felt that it should be a grassroots approach rather 

than a top down approach.  He wanted to see people in the community involved as well.  Harry and 

Wayne both referenced the Mettowee Makers as an example of bottom up involvement.  Harry 

Van Meter suggested that board members could meet out of session with relevant individuals to 

organize support.  Rik Sassa offered to contact all area Bed and Breakfasts and tourism individuals 

to see what they might need in town or what they saw as a tourism direction.  Mark Frost made a 

motion for the board to accept Harry’s outline of focus as a direction for the board.  Wayne Clarke 

seconded and it passed unanimously. Harry Van Meter said that considering that this conversation 

began initially in 2016, having a plan hammered out by 2019 seemed doable.  The plan can be 

presented to the regional planning commission any time before 2022.  

Item 6. Next Meeting 

Next Month: All board members will begin their research of their topics as of now and will have 

rough ideas for next month to present to group.  Eric Mach thought that perhaps surveys might 

involve the community throughout the process.  Harry wanted to give updates to the selectboard 

every couple of meetings.  Harry wondered whether the zoning administrator needed to be at every 

meeting.  Eric Mach (the former zoning administrator) thought that it probably was not necessary.  



Wayne Clarke said that the zoning administrator is the interface between the community and the 

selectboard.  He thought that previous job skills connected to the responsibilities of zoning 

administrator were important as well as availability.  Personal communication skill are also 

important.  Harry wanted to have a sit down interview for that very reason.  Eric Mach offered 

from his 30 years experience as zoning administrator, that the job went from easy to involved and 

he thought more money needed to be offered for the position. This year the budget has already 

been decided so it would be for future consideration.  Ultimately it is the selectboard’s decision as 

to pay level. 

Next meeting is Monday, August 27th, 2018.  Agenda for meeting as follows:  Meeting agenda, 

Minutes from last meeting, Public comments, Zoning administrator’s report, Economic 

Development and Infrastructure Improvements.  

Eric Mach  moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:31pm, Wayne Clarke seconded the motion. The 

motion was unanimously approved. Meeting adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted by Rik Sassa 

 


