
 



December 6, 2023 
1589 Warren Switch Road 
West Pawlet, VT 05775 

Pawlet Public Library Board of Directors 
 141 School Street 
Pawlet, VT 05761 

Dear Board Members, 

Having worked as an employee in organizations with Boards of Directors 
and Boards of Trustees I understand something about the laws that govern 
relations between employees and employers. This is why the facts of Lyndsi 
Barnes term as Library Director cannot be shared. These laws protect 
Lyndsi’s privacy as much as the Library employer, in this case the Board of 
Directors. To demand otherwise countermands federal law. 

I recognize the difficulty of having to replace a former librarian everyone 
liked and “the way things used to be done.” I also recognize that Lyndsi 
made some good changes, got grants for special projects —  she's also an 
amazing baker! 

However I observed that she appeared to lack respect for library employees 
and volunteers, for community traditions, and, since she was so often not  
present at the library, for the regularity our community expects.  I went one 
Saturday morning and found a sign on the library door that said 
“CLOSED,” with no explanation. I found later that the reason was that the 
building had no heat. Simply stating a  reason on the sign would have been 
a consideration to the community — whose members would have 
immediately understood. But not providing a reason on the sign left the 
community adrift. 

As a community we elected the Library Board and trusted them with 
managing library affairs appropriately. To second guess the Board’s 
decisions now reneges our own choice and that trust.  

Sincerely,  

 Lucy Norman
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Lyndsi Barnes letter 
1 message 

Rhonda Schlangen <rhondaschlangen@gmail.com> 

ro: s145vt@gmail.con 

Dear Sue, 

' 

' 

Tue, N< , 21, 2023 at 7:� 
Al 

I 

' 

I am so sorry that I misread the deadline for this letter. I'm sharing just in ase it can still 
be helpful. 

Dear Pawlet Sele �tboard, 

I am writing to re ,1uest a review of the dismissal of our Libre ry Director, 
Lyndsi Barnes. I �m among the community members who re surprised
by this decision t:>y the elected Pawlet Library Board. From r y 
perspective as a f awlet voter and library user, Ms. Barnes h 3S been an 
exceptional librarian who has helped expand the use of the brary as a 
community gathering space. 

While I understa�d personnel matters must be confidential, expect Ms. 
Barnes to be treated with equity and fairness. 

Sincerely, 

Rhonda Schlangen 
1 50 New Street 
West Pawlet, Vermont 

Rhonda Schlangen I Uearning and Evaluation ConsultantI 

Cell: +1 802 345-253$ 
www.rhondaschlana1 n.com 

-

pronouns: she/her 
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