
Town of Pawlet 

Planning Commission Meeting 

Monday, June 22, 2026  7:30pm 

 

Members present:                                  Members absent:                            

Annie Nash,  Chairperson                                 Nancy Morlino, Pawlet Zoning Administration 

Gary Baierlein, acting Vice Chairperson 

Rik Sassa,  Secretary/Clerk                                                                                     

Frank Nelson                                           

Mark Frost 

Leon Corey 

 

1. Call to Order 7:36 

2. Approval of Agenda Items - Review/Add/Delete 

● Frank  Nelson added a discussion about Nancy leaving soon as Zoning Administrator and general 
comments about the positions future.           

3. Approval of minutes of previous meeting:    

      Gary Baierlein moved to approve previous minutes.  Mark Frost seconded , all approved. 

4. Organizational:  

● Nancy Morlino was not present so Annie read a message from her regarding current permits.         

● Rail trail, Frank Nelson:  Frank explained that the West Pawlet section gets a lot of usage as well as the 
Castleton section of the trail. 

● Leon Corey said we would adopt close to what the town of Bristol has in terms of overweight limits on 
the roads    The town's road commissioner learned a lot regarding the regularity of posting the roads 
this spring.  Leon said that adapting a policy on overweight permitting will help particularly on River Rd  
and Button falls Rd since there is no safe turn around on these roads.  An overweight permit structure 
will make it easier to handle.  This will simplify what trucks can be on certain roads.  Leon said the 
Selectboard has the final say on whether to adopt these rules.  Gary thought if it was all typed up then 
the PPC could stand behind it and then send it to the Selectboard.   



● Annie Nash asked the committee if there were any other problem areas that needed to be included in 
the draft she will send to Representative Pritchard.  A flashing light to indicate a stop is coming up as 
you approach Pawlet on rt 133 was discussed.  Annie thought a traffic study might be included.                    

● Frank spoke about when Nancy leaves.  He said Nancy will be missed and she did a large amount of 
upgrading and digitizing of information for the town.  Frank said the new zoning administrator would 
be involved with Devon from RRPC to do a training session.  There will have to be a few lines added to 
the zoning permit application regarding the allowance of one and two rental units not needing 
additional permitting whereas three and more units would require it.  Frank noted that the DRB 
doesn't always have all the information required for a project.  He thought an option would be to have 
another body, a design review board, get involved.  Gary thought this discussion had already been 
decided and that the DRB would have the combined capacity.  Gary said we already agreed that the 
town would not be as restrictive as towns like Dorset or Manchester and that a design review board 
was unnecessary.  Frank also attended the state wetland mapping.  He said the maps are being 
constantly changed and are up to date regarding wetlands.  Frank wanted everything to be clear before 
there was a problem with a landowner.  He thought having current versions of wetland maps in the 
town office would be helpful, the committee agreed.  Leon said that every wetland issue goes through 
the wetlands office whether or not the wetlands map says so.       

● Annie wanted to figure out what would make this information relevant to the townspeople.  Gary 
thought we should rely on the state to get the information to the towns. 

● A discussion of finding a Rutland regional representative resulted in no one on the PPC being 
interested in taking that role.  Annie has put feelers out to find someone outside the PPC.                                          

5. Public Comments:                                       

●  No public comments.        

6. Set Agenda for the next meeting:   

 Mark moved to approve the next month's agenda, Gary seconded, all approved   

● Ongoing business . 

● Public comment. 

● All else remains the same. 

11. Adjournment 

●   Mark moved to adjourn, Gary seconded and all approved. Meeting adjourned at 8:22pm 

Respectfully submitted,  Rik Sassa, Secretary/Clerk 

 


