
Final Minutes 
SELECTBOARD, TOWN OF PAWLET 

July 21, 2026 
7:00 pm  

Pawlet Town Hall 
122 School Street, Pawlet, VT 

& Virtually via Zoom 
  
Members in Attendance: 
Mike Beecher 
Bob Jones 
Jessica Van Oort 
Tom Collard 
Rich Hulett 
 
Others in Attendance: 
Kristin Powers 
Julie Mach 
Frank Nelson 
Deb Hawkins 
Cori Rail 
 
EVENT                                                                                                            
                      
1.    Call to order at 7:00pm by Chairman, Mike Beecher, with the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a summary of the Selectboard’s Rules of 
Procedure. 

 The Board shared a moment of silence remembering John Malcolm, 
former Board member, honoring him for his years of service, 
kindness, and contributions to the Town. 

2.    Introduction of those present, virtually and in person. 
3.    Addition or Deletion of Agenda Items. 
         a.    Additions: 

 Tractor Parade – New Business 
 Leon Corey – Pre-requested Appearances 

b.    Deletions: 
 Sean Beatty (misprint from previous meeting agenda) 

4.    Approval of minutes from previous meeting. 



• Motion made to approve the regular meeting minutes of July 7, 2026 
as printed. 

• Mover: Rich Hulett 
• 2nd: Tom Collard 
• Discussion: None. 
• Result: Approved. 

5.  Pre-Requested Appearances by Local Citizens and Visitors: None. 
6.Announcements: None. 
7.  Reports to the Board: 

A. Zoning Administrator’s (ZA) Report:  
o The Board offered the position of ZA to Julie Mach, who has 

accepted the position. Julie shared a report with the board of 
recent activities in the Zoning office. 

B. Planning Commission’s Report: No report at this meeting. 
C. Road Foreman’s Report:  

o Highway Foreman, Jim Simonds, provided a report to the 
Board, summarizing projects completed during the previous two 
weeks as well as upcoming areas of focus. 

o Tom Collard addressed an email received regarding a no 
trespassing sign posted in the area of the bridge on Buttons 
Falls Rd. The Board discussed the history of this bridge and the 
associated right-of-ways, and agreed that the public has the 
right to access the traveled portion of the roadway, however 
does not have the right to access private property on either side 
along with the right-of-way. The purpose of a right-of-way is 
intended to allow the Town access for necessary maintenance. 

D. Assessor Report: No report at this meeting. 
E. Town Clerk’s Memo: 

o Town Clerk, Deb Hawkins, provided a memo to the Board: 
 Three DLL Applications for approval: #80051, #80050, 

#80049. 
 Motion made to approve application #80051, 

#80050, #80049. 
o Mover: Tom Collard 
o 2nd: Rich Hulett 
o Discussion: None 
o Result: Approved 



 Pike Industries has requested to park a connex box and 
trailer at the Town garage for the duration of the Pawlet to 
Rupert Rte 30 paving project. 

 Motion to approve Pike’s request to park a connex 
box and trailer at the Town garage for the duration 
of the Pawlet to Rupert Rte 30 paving project. 

o Mover: Rich Hulett 
o 2nd: Tom Collard 
o Discussion: None 
o Result: Approved 

 Motion made to include the names of the Justices of the 
Peace on the back of the 2026 General Election Ballot. 

 Motion: Jessica Van Oort 
 2nd: Tom Collard 
 Discussion: None 
 Result: Approved 

F. Town Treasurer’s Memo: 
 Town Treasurer, Julie Mach, shared a memo with the Board, 

including: an overview of payroll, accounts payable, monies 
from the General Fund, Highway, Wastewater. 

 Motion made to approve Payroll Warrant #27003 for 
$10,839.87 and Accounts Payable Warrant #27004 for 
$74,137.81. 

▪ Mover: Jessica Van Oort 
▪ 2nd: Tom Collard 
▪ Discussion: None. 
▪ Result: Approved. 

 Julie Mach is seeking Board approval to hire on two temporary, 
part-time students to assist with tax bill mailing as well as 
zoning scanning. She recommends approving these positions 
at $17.00/hour. 

 Julie discussed the Waste Water User’s Fee for Fiscal Year 
2026-2027 as well as the Town of Pawlet, VT Tax Rate for 
Fiscal Year 2026-2027. 

 Motion to approve the Waste Water User Fee for Fiscal Year 
2026-2027 as written and presented to the Board by the Town 
Treasurer. 

▪ Mover: Tom Collard 



▪ 2nd: Jessica Van Oort 
▪ Discussion: None 
▪ Result: Approved 

 Motion to approve the Town of Pawlet, VT Tax Rate for Fiscal 
Year 2026-2027 as written and presented to the Board by the 
Town Treasurer. 

▪ Mover: Jessica Van Oort 
▪ 2nd: Rich Hulett 
▪ Discussion: 
▪ Result: Approved 

G. Grant Administrator’s Report: 
 Julie Mach provided a report to the Board summarizing grants 

which are current and pending. 
H. Emergency Management Director’s Report: No report at this 

meeting. 
I. Health Officer’s Report: No report at this meeting. 
J. Waste Water Treatment Facility (WWTF): No report at this meeting. 
K. Facilities Report: 

 Tom Collard shared several updates and inquiries on projects at 
the Library and the Town Hall. 

8.  Reports to the Public: 
A. Library Board Report: 

 Cori Rail shared a report with the Board: 
o The Library Board has made an offer to a candidate for the 

Library Director position. 
o Normal programming continues at the Library – many great 

offerings. The Book sale is this coming weekend, and the 
Library is seeking baked good donations for the sale. 

B. Mettawee School Board (MSB) Report: No report at this meeting. 
9.  Old or unfinished business: None 
10.  New Business:  

 On Saturday, July 25th there will be a Tractor Parade and Chicken 
BBQ. The parade will be travelling down Rte 133, ending at the 
Mill Pond, and the chicken BBQ will be taking place at the Pawlet 
Fire Department. 

11. Public comment:  



 There will be a service for the wife of a local figure head in the 
community this Saturday. 

12. Motion made to adjourn at 7:59 pm.  
 Mover: Bob Jones 
 2nd: Tom Collard 
 Discussion: None 
 Result: Approved 

 


