
Draft Minutes 
SELECTBOARD, TOWN OF PAWLET 

September 1, 2026 
7:00 pm  

Pawlet Town Hall 
122 School Street, Pawlet, VT 

& Virtually via Zoom 
  
Members in Attendance: 
Mike Beecher 
Bob Jones 
Jessica Van Oort 
Tom Collard 
Rich Hulett 
 
Others in Attendance: 
Kristin Powers 
Jim Simonds 
Beth Mosher-Duquette 
Michael Miller 
Frank Nelson 
Deb Hawkins 
 
EVENT                                                                                                            
                      
1.    Call to order at 7:00pm by Chairman, Mike Beecher, with the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a summary of the Selectboard’s Rules of 
Procedure. 

2.    Introduction of those present, virtually and in person. 
3.    Addition or Deletion of Agenda Items. 
         a.    Additions: Tom Covino – Pre-Requested 

b.    Deletions: Executive Session 
4.    Approval of minutes from previous meeting. 

• Motion made to approve the regular meeting minutes of August 18, 
2026 as printed. 

• Mover: Rich Hulett 
• 2nd: Tom Collard 
• Discussion: None. 
• Result: Approved. 



5.  Pre-Requested Appearances by Local Citizens and Visitors: 
 Tom Covino shared an update with the Board regarding the 

impounding of an animal at large. The necessary steps have been 
taken to notify the public. Also share that the constabulary will be 
participating in the Highway Safety Improvement Plan beginning this 
week. 

6.Announcements: Jessica Van Oort shared that there will be a 
groundbreaking ceremony for the geothermal project on Friday, September 
18, 2026 from 4-6pm. 
7.  Reports to the Board: 

A. Zoning Administrator’s (ZA) Report:  
o Julie Mach shared a report with the Board, indicating that the 

most recent zoning log has been posted at the Town Hall. 
o Julie relayed a request from Fidium to perform work on 

Heatherington Road in West Pawlet. 
 Motion made to approve Fidium’s request. 

 Mover: Rich Hulett 
 2nd: Jessica Van Oort 
 Discussion: None 
 Result: Approved 

B. Planning Commission’s Report: No report at this meeting. 
C. Road Foreman’s Report:  

o Highway Foreman, Jim Simonds, provided a report to the 
Board, summarizing projects completed during the previous two 
weeks as well as upcoming areas of focus. 

D. Assessor Report: No report at this meeting, however the 
Assessor’s office submitted requests for approval from from CAI 
tech. 
 Motion made to approve the AxisGIS Data Processor as well as 

the GIS SPAN Reconciliation. 
o Mover: Jessica Van Oort 
o 2nd: Tom Collard 
o Discussion: This motion stands so long a the Treasurer 

determines there is money allocated in the Assessor’s 
budget. 

o Result: Approved 
E. Town Clerk’s Memo: 

o Town Clerk, Deb Hawkins, provided a memo to the Board: 



 An envelope has been left for each BCA member 
regarding hearings and reconvening. 

 Town Clerk’s office will be closed 9/15-9/22. 
F. Town Treasurer’s Memo: 

 Town Treasurer, Julie Mach, shared a memo with the Board, 
including: an overview of payroll, accounts payable, monies 
from the General Fund, Highway, Wastewater. 

 Taxes are due September 10, 2026. 
 Motion made to approve Payroll Warrant #27014 for 

$10,867.79 and Accounts Payable Warrant #27015 for 
$86,400.01. 

▪ Mover: Jessica Van Oort 
▪ 2nd: Rich Hulett 
▪ Discussion: None. 
▪ Result: Approved. 

G. Grant Administrator’s Report: Julie provided an update from the 
Grant Admin’s office. 

H. Emergency Management Director’s Report: No report at this 
meeting. 

I. Health Officer’s Report: Jennifer Sullivan shared a Health Officer’s 
report. She also shared that she will not be renewing her role of 
Health Officer when the term expires in 2027. 

J. Waste Water Treatment Facility (WWTF): No report at this meeting. 
K. Facilities Report: Tom Collard provided updates on current ongoing 

facilities improvements and projects. 
8.  Reports to the Public: 

A. Library Board Report: No report at this meeting. 
B. Mettawee School Board (MSB) Report: No report at this meeting. 

9.  Old or unfinished business: None. 
10.  New Business: None. 
11. Public comment:  

 Frank Nelson spoke to ongoing burning concerns in West 
Pawlet. The Board advised Frank on the proper channels to 
follow and entities to contact. 

 Mike Beecher read aloud a letter from a Poultney resident 
commending Constable Covino. 

12. Motion made to adjourn at 7:36pm.  
 Mover: Bob 



 2nd: Tom 
 Discussion: None 
 Result: Approved 

 


